A mixture of 2-benzyloxymethylfuran[1] (1.88 g, 10 mmol) and pentachloroacetone [2] (2.30 g, 10 mmol) was cooled in an ice bath. With magnetic stirring, a 1-molar solution of sodium 2,2,2-trifluoroethoxide in 2,2,2trifluoroethanol[3] (14 mL, 14 mmol) was added dropwise, within 2.5 hours. Sodium chloride precipitated. The ice bath was removed, and stirring was continued for 3 h at room temperature. Then, 25 mL of water was added dropwise; the sodium chloride dissolved, and crystals of the title compound were forming. To complete the crystallization, the mixture was stirred at 0° C for 1 hour. The solid was filtered and washed with water to the point of neutrality [4] . After a final wash with a few mL of ice-cold 50% aqueous ethanol the colourless crystals were dried over P 4 O 10 to yield 2.52 g (66%) with m.p. 99-99.5 °C.
